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back from the drugs that they need to
purchase and that they have a quality
of life that they richly deserve in the
wealthiest nation in the world.

We can pay for this all by just simply
raising the cap on people over $400,000.
Those wealthy people can afford to pay
the same level that people making
$560,000. It is long overdue. The time to
act is now.

———

THREE CRITICAL PIECES OF
LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZz) for 5
minutes.

Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas.
Madam Speaker, I rise today in support
of three critical pieces of legislation
that are in the House this week. I
proudly endorsed and cosponsored all
three of them to keep our promise to
essential workers and support commu-
nities across the country. It is time for
Congress to start delivering the results
that we have promised to the American
people.

First, I will begin by praising the
passage of H.R. 2499, the Federal Fire-
fighters Fairness Act of 2022. There are
over 15,000 firefighters employed by the
Federal Government. Each of them is
at greater risk of developing illnesses
due to their job. These hazards include
diesel emissions, carbon monoxide, and
other cancer-causing chemicals re-
leased by fires that they combat on a
regular basis.

Madam Speaker, 48 States have com-
pensation laws that provide firefighters
with a presumption that certain dis-
eases were contracted on the job. How-
ever, no such rule applies so far to Fed-
eral firefighters, and it is time we cor-
rect this wrong and stand behind the
brave men and women who protect us.

I also urge the passage of H.R. 903,
the Rights for the Transportation Se-
curity Administration Workforce Act.
365 days a year, TSA agents across the
country ensure safe travel to all of us.
Despite working through the COVID-19
pandemic and government shutdowns,
agents face stagnant pay.

These brave men and women deserve
better, which is why I am a proud co-
sponsor of H.R. 903. This legislation
will put TSA agents on a level playing
field with other Federal employees,
and we need to do this today.

Finally, Madam Speaker, I urge the
passage of H.R. 5129, the Community
Services Block Grant Modernization
Act of 2022. This bill reauthorizes the
community services block grants for
the next 10 years that improve the
lives of Americans across the country
and have done so much in my district.
Just this year, over $3 million of these
grants helped improve the lives of com-
munities in south Texas in my district.

This is a product of the War on Pov-
erty. These grants support poverty re-
duction, increase in health access, and
many other benefits. I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes” on this legisla-
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tion and continue the program for
south Texans and Americans across
this country.

I urge the House to pass these bipar-
tisan pieces of legislation so we can get
them to the President’s desk.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Adrian
Swann, one of his secretaries.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 30
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PERLMUTTER) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, this day,
that we may prepare ourselves for the
work You have laid before us. Wake
our minds that they would be alert and
fully open to living into the hope You
reveal to us. Strengthen our bodies
that they would stand tireless in the
face of the challenges that lie ahead.
Reach into our souls, that we would be
moved to live boldly into the morals
with which You have inspired us.

Then may we, with the whole of our
heart, mind, body, and soul, dedicate
ourselves to the commonwealth of peo-
ple You have called us to serve.

May we show sincere love for one an-
other in our obedience to the truth.
May our love for our country and our
communities be faithful to Your living
and enduring Word in our lives.

Be this day, Holy God, the founda-
tion of all our efforts and, we, the re-
flection of Your perfect love.

In Your powerful name we pray.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(a) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the Journal of the last day’s
proceedings is approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
MORELLE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MORELLE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:
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I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has agreed to a concurrent
resolution of the following title in
which the concurrence of the House is
requested:

S. Con. Res. 20. Concurrent Resolution con-
demning the October 25, 2021, military coup
in Sudan and standing with the people of
Sudan.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

HONORING FALLEN SOUTH GATE
DETECTIVE ALEXIS GONZALEZ

(Ms. BARRAGAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, as we
observe National Police Week, I am
here to honor and celebrate the life and
service of South Gate Police Detective
Alexis Gonzalez of South Gate, Cali-
fornia.

Detective Gonzalez tragically passed
away on April 25. Detective Gonzalez
first joined the police department in
2013 as a police explorer. He graduated
from the Rio Hondo Police Academy in
2017, realizing his dream of becoming a
South Gate police officer.

At the age of 27, Detective Gonzalez
was a b-year veteran of the police force
and a hero in South Gate. He was a
shining star and will be sorely missed
by family, friends, and the entire com-
munity.

We honor the life and service of De-
tective Gonzalez and his family, and of
every police officer who has put their
life at risk to protect our communities.

May he rest in peace.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF CORPORAL CHRISTOPHER DYE

(Mrs. GREENE of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life and
legacy of Road Patrol Corporal Chris-
topher Dye.

Christopher dedicated his life to the
people of Walker County and our Na-
tion, making the ultimate sacrifice in
the line of duty. Christopher worked at
the Hays State Prison and the Walker
County Sheriff’s Office until the tragic
events of 9/11 struck our country.

In October 2001, Christopher joined
the Army and dedicated the next 12
years to serving our country. Chris-
topher was a member of the 118th Air-
borne Infantry, performing tours in
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